"a serious risk"of violating university policies in his pursuit of personal relationships with women in his lab.
The 25-page report quotes witnesses as saying that he ran his lab in a controlling manner like "a cult" -allegedly favouring those women with whom he was pursuing personal relationships. He allegedly threatened the career of one woman after their intimate relationship ceased, the report says.
In an interview, Mullan emphatically denied any impropriety. He called the USF report "absolute rubbish"and said that it was part of a plan by top officials to smear him.
After resigning in January, Mullan filed a civil lawsuit in Tampa against a former USF researcher whom he allegedly harassed in 1997. Mullan claims that Karen Gosche defamed him by commenting anonymously in a Tampa newspaper article about the USF report. On 13 October, a state judge rejected USF's request to dismiss this lawsuit, a move that may open the way for court-ordered testimony from women witnesses in the university's report.
USF attorney, Tom Gonzales, who represents Gosche, says that Mullan's lawsuit is an attempt to extract "revenge"on the university. Gosche,who is now a contract neuroscientist in Florida, says that USF produced an accurate and appropriate report. But she adds that she is disturbed at being legally threatened for cooperating with the inquiry. The Alzheimer's institute headed by Mullan at USF left the campus with him. The Roskamp Institute is now based 30 km away in Sarasota, home of Robert Roskamp, the businessman and USF benefactor who contributed $5 million to set up the centre. A laboratory to study genetic factors in drug addiction, to be supported by $5.85 million from the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, has also moved to Sarasota instead of to USF as originally planned.
Meanwhile,USF officials have been trying to establish a new Alzheimer's research institute.Byrd,the speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, last year helped to pass state legislation to provide $25 million for this project, and he is supporting a proposal to provide another $45 million for it next year. But USF president Judy Genshaft demanded Daugherty's resignation after learning that he was trying to collect political contributions for Byrd from university employees. Daugherty couldn't be reached for comment; Byrd denies knowing of the fund-raising effort. The development of remotely operated submarines allows scientists to explore deeper and colder waters, such as the polar oceans and the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, and better sonar helps them to locate, track and even identify different fish species. The scientists are also using computer chips as electronic fish tags to track the movement of fish and record information such as heart rate and temperature.
In addition, researchers are using short sequences of DNA to help identify and catalogue species, particularly smaller ones such as plankton. "We hope that part of the census will include a DNA barcode for each new species," says Jesse Ausubel of Rockefeller University in New York. "This is something that would have been impossible just five years ago."
